FUNERAL PLANNING WORKSHEET

When planning your funeral or a funeral for a loved one, there are many choices to make. Facing some of
those choices now will make the process less demanding for your loved ones later. This Funeral Planning
Worksheet will lead you through a variety of decisions. After death, the Pastor will meet with family
members and review your worksheet to form the funeral or memorial service.

This worksheet may be used by:
¢ an individual making their advance plans known or
¢ afamily planning the funeral of a loved one nearing death or recently deceased.

Please supply as much information as you wish to share on any parts of the worksheet.

Guide for the Christian Funeral of

Full Name: First, Middle (Maiden), Last
Date Completed:

For the Person Making Advance Plans:

Please consider sharing this worksheet with the church office when you have completed it. Your
information will be kept confidential and available only to the Pastor. It will be used in consultation with
your family or whomever you have directed to fulfill these wishes upon your death.

Also, after completing the worksheet, consider telling someone you trust about it. You may wish to
discuss what you have written with them to ensure it is clear. Consider providing copies:

1. To your Family

2. To a Funeral Director

Or give it to someone you trust with a note that says,

| have recorded my desires regarding my death and burial. | keep this information in the following place:
(i.e. on file at the church, with my will, etc.). At the time of my death, | ask that you use this information to
guide my family and my church in maRing arrangements for the funeral | desire. Although this information
is being left for safekeeping, | understand it is not legally binding or enforceable. This worksheet does not
make the church or anyone obligated or responsible for executing these instructions.

With gratitude,

Signature and Date

For Family Members Making Plans for the Funeral:

Please use this worksheet to assist with plans to honor your loved one’s expressed wishes or desires and
reflect his/her values. If you haven’t contacted a Funeral Director, please consider doing so now. The
professional services, compassionate care, and guidance they provide will greatly assist you in the days
ahead. When death occurs, please get in touch with the church office. If the office is closed, you may
leave a message or contact the pastor directly.



Visitation
A Visitation is an informal gathering for friends and family to express sympathy, view photographs/video

tribute, etc.
Will a Visitation be Held?
_ Yes
__No

Location of Visitation
At the Funeral Home
Other:

Will the Remains be Present at the Visitation?
___ Coffin with Viewing of Body
__ Closed Coffin
_____Urn with Photograph next to it
_____No Remains Present

Time of the Visitation
Evening Prior to the Funeral or Memorial Service

____Before the Funeral or Memorial Service Only
____Both

Displays
____Photographic Displays
___Mementos (Awards, Certificates, etc.)
___ Bible of the Deceased

__ Video Tribute

____Other:

Christian Worship Service Plans
Location of Service
__ Redeemer
____Funeral Home

____Cemetery (A Graveside Service Only)
___ Other: (i.e. Care Facility Chapel, etc.)

Time of the Worship Service
___Morning
____Afternoon

Will the Remains be Present at the Worship Service?
__(Coffin or Urn with Ashes)
__No



Display Items to be On or Near the Casket/Urn
____Floral Spray and/or additional Flower Bouquets
____Bible or Other Symbol of Faith:

____Photograph (Normal size, used with an Urn only)
____Cross

Readers
____The Pastor who officiates will read.
____l'would like this/these person(s) to read at my service:

Bible Readings

____The Pastor who officiates may choose the readings.
____My Family will choose the readings.

____I'have chosen the readings as indicated below.

Suggested Readings:

Old Testament

Job 19:23-27

Isaiah 40:1-11, 28-31; Isaiah 40:28-31; Isaiah 65:17
Psalm 23; Psalm 46:1-5, 10-11; Psalm 90:1-10, 12; Psalm 121; Psalm 130; Psalm
139:1-12

Gospels

Matthew 5:1-12a

Luke 23:33, 39-43

John 11:17-27

John 14:1-6, 25-27

New Testament

Romans 8:14-23, 31-39

Romans 14:7-9, 10b-12

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 35-38, 42-44, 50, 53-58

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Revelation 21:1-4, 22-25, 22:3-5

Revelation 22:1-5

Congregational Hymns

____The Pastor who officiates may choose the hymns.
___ My family will choose the hymns

____l have chosen the hymns as indicated below.




Suggested Hymns
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”
“Love Divine All Loves Excelling”
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
“For All the Saints”

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
“Lift High the Cross”

“Great is Thy Faithfulness”

“A Mighty Fortress”

“My Faith Looks up to Thee”

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
“Amazing Grace”

“How Great Thou Art”

“This Is My Father's World”

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Other Hymns Selected:

Soloist
If possible, I would like this vocalist to sing:

Vocal Solos Selected (The selection of solos must aim to reflect the spirit of Christian
worship.)

Remembrances to be Shared During Worship by a Family Member or a Friend
Yes

___No



