
 



 

Throughout this holy time, we are drawn to Calvary 

to live in forgiveness, hope, love, peace, trust and 

perseverance.  Each week, the services in this series 

reveal how Christ and His cross serve as examples 

for us of how to live our lives for and through our 

crucified Lord and Savior. 
 

Ash Wednesday | March 5 

Guided to Forgiveness | Colossians 1:13-14 

When we confess our sins, we find forgiveness in 

the cross of Christ and are empowered to forgive 

others. 
 

Week 1 | March 12 

Guided to Hope | 2 Corinthians 1:10 

When we are uncertain about what the future holds, 

we discover in the cross the sure hope of heaven. 

 

Week 2 | March 19 | Guided to Love | 1 Timothy 1:13-14 

When we are separated from others and from God by our sin, the cross brings us 

together through its love. 
 

Week 3 | March 26 | Guided to Peace | Colossians 1:19-20 

With wars waging within and without, the cross settles them all with peace to 

body, mind and soul. 
 

Week 4 | April 2 | Guided to Trust | 1 Timothy 1:15 

Plagued by doubt and competing voices, we turn to the cross to put our trust fully 

in the salvation won for us there. 

 

Week 5 | April 9 | Guided to Perseverance | Ephesians 6:18 

When we are faced with hardship, we look to Christ on the cross who endured to the 

end so that we might carry on. 
 



 

 

 

With the beginning of Lent brings Soup Suppers.  Each 

Wednesday during Lent, we will have a soup supper prior 

to the worship service.  Soup is served at 6pm.  If you 

would like to provide a soup and/or dessert for one of 

the Wednesday Soup Suppers, please sign up on the 

sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  Ideally we like to have 5-6 

soups. Crackers will be provided. Set up will be taken care of, but if you are able to 

help cleanup afterwards, that is greatly appreciated!  Any questions, please contact 

Ronda in the office at 509-943-4967 or office@richlandredeemer.org. 
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FROM THE PASTOR – FREEDOM ISN’T FREE 
 

 Salvation is free – a gift to us from our Father in Heaven.  Paul clearly makes that 

point in Ephesians 2:8-9: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and 

this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can 

boast.”  We neither earned it nor deserved it.  “But God demonstrates His own love 

for us in this: While we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

  

 Yes, it is free to us, but salvation comes at a cost.  The Apostle Peter tells us, “It 

was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed . . . but 

with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18-

19).  Jesus paid the price for our salvation.  “He was pierced for our transgressions, He 

was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, 

and by His wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

  

 Especially during the Lenten season, we ponder the words of Isaiah, prophesied 

so many years before our Lord fulfilled them.  Humility, awe, and gratitude fill our 

hearts as we remember our “oppressed and afflicted Savior,” Who carried all our sins 

in His body on the cross.  How do we thank God for the great gift that Christ gave 

us?  How can we express our love for Him and His great sacrifice?  The same way He 

expressed His love for us – through His acts of teaching, preaching, healing, 

forgiving, restoring.  We love others as He loves us.  We give freely as He gave so 

freely.  We teach what He has taught us.  We preach His Word in its truth and 

purity.  We serve in His name and forgive as we have been forgiven – all by His 

power and grace. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Redeemer Lutheran School Committee 

Planning Commission Approves “Schools on Small Sites” Request 

Redeemer Lutheran School Committee members and other church members who had gathered 

in Richland City Hall Council Chambers Wednesday, February 26 were elated to receive 

Planning Commission “Schools on Small Sites” approval. Redeemer Lutheran Church 

members – and a few Planning Commission members – smiled and clapped when approval 

was formally given. 

A Richland Development Division report encouraged Planning Commissioners to approve the 

request. It said, “Staff recommends that the Planning Commission concur with the findings 

and conclusions set forth above and approve the request to operate a school on the subject 

site.” 

Richland Planning Manager and Planning 

Commissioner Mike Stevens gave a great 

summary of the Redeemer Lutheran School 

project to other Planning Commissioners. Mr. 

Stevens participated in the School Committee’s 

pre-application meeting and continues to be 

responsive to School Committee needs. 

When it was the School Committee’s turn to 

speak, Chair Rachelle Ward asked Planning 

Commissioners if they would like the committee 

to give a presentation or proceed to a Q&A. 

Commissioners requested a presentation before 

questions. 

The School Coommittee provided its presentation in three parts. Rachelle Ward walked 

Planning Commissioners through four Archibald architectural site plan drawings. Sash Eirich 

summarized School Committee efforts to connect with nearby residents, New Heights Church 

members, Masonic Lodge members, and Carmichael Middle School leadership. Karin Nickola 

summarized School Committee plans to limit Thayer Drive traffic and parking impacts, to 

control noise, and to retain green space. School Committee members then answered 

Commissioners questions. 

After a small celebration, School Committee members will begin developing plans to gather 

signed commitments to build Redeemer Lutheran School. 

The City of Richland Development Services Division Staff Report to the Planning Commission 

is available online through the City's website at: 638757250649965745 

The February 26, 2025 City of Richland Planning Commission Meeting is available online 

through the City’s website at: https://richlandwa.new.swagit.com/videos/336073  

 

https://www.ci.richland.wa.us/home/showpublisheddocument/17168/638757250649965745
https://richlandwa.new.swagit.com/videos/336073


ELDER’S CORNER 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!  

 

The Lenten season is upon us.  Just a couple months ago we were celebrating Christ’s 

birth, and now it is Lent, a special time for introspection, self-examination, and 

repentance.  Originating in the fourth century of the church, the season of Lent spans 

40 weekdays beginning on Ash Wednesday and climaxing during Holy Week with 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and concluding the Saturday before Easter.  Since 

Sundays celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the six Sundays that occur during Lent 

are not counted as part of the 40 days and are referred to as the Sundays in Lent.  The 

number 40 is connected with many biblical events, but especially with the forty days 

Jesus spent in the wilderness in prayer and fasting before He began His public 

ministry.  

 

On March 5, 2025, we will observe the first day of the season of Lent, Ash Wednesday.  

Its name comes from the ancient practice of placing ashes on worshippers’ foreheads 

as a sign of humility before God, a symbol of mourning and sorrow at the death that 

sin brings into the world.  By receiving the ashes, we acknowledge that God's 

judgment against our sin is right and just. But the ashes are also made in the sign of 

the cross, the very instrument by which our Lord took upon himself the punishment 

for our sin, in our place.  Thus, the cross of ashes serves to remind us that we are 

sinners, and that Christ died for us.   

 

What happens after we leave Ash Wednesday with those ashes on our forehead?  The 

first thing that happens is that we immediately go out into the world where others will 

see the cross on our forehead and although reactions may vary, we become silent 

witnesses that we have been marked as one redeemed by Christ the crucified! 

 

You may ask, “Should we fast?” or “Should we give up something during Lent?    From 

the perspective of The Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, "giving something up for 

Lent" is entirely a matter of personal freedom.  Giving something up for Lent can be 

a way of remembering and personalizing the great sacrifice that Christ made on the 

cross for our sins; however, it is not what a person gives up, but what he receives from 

God that will make the season of Lent blessed. 

 

 

http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html#Ash
http://www.crivoice.org/cyholyweek.html


Through prayer this Lenten season, let us once more seek to open ourselves up before 

God, and to hear anew the call "Come unto me!"  Let us recognize and respond afresh 

to God’s presence in our lives and in our world.  May we also seek to place our needs, 

our fears, our failures, our hopes, our very lives in God’s hands.  And by abandoning 

ourselves in Jesus’ death to recognize again who God is, to allow His transforming 

grace to work in us once more, and to come to worship Him on Easter Sunday with a 

fresh victory and hope that only Jesus’ resurrection can bring. 
 

Will Landrum, Redeemer Head Elder 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Only Jesus, the Savior, on Whose suffering, death, and resurrection 

we focus during this time of Lent, can meet all our needs.  His love 

for us and the salvation He has earned for us draws us away from 

the pull of the world, away from our own selfish desires, away from 

that which leads to sin and death.  His love draws us to Himself, to 

service to others, to use our gifts as we have been blessed in the building up of the 

Church.  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

 

DIRECT YOUR THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS BY MARCH 31 
 

Through Thrivent Choice®, clients with membership can contribute to organizations 

and causes they care about—and influence how Thrivent distributes some of its 

charitable grant funding through Choice Dollars®. 

You can make a personal donation to your favorite enrolled organization—Thrivent 

pays the processing fees. Eligible clients with membership can also direct Choice 

Dollars or nominate an organization to be a part of the program. 

Through Thrivent Choice, more than $585 million has been distributed to churches 

and nonprofits nationwide. 

Your eligibility is based on insurance premiums and contract values. 

Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  Scroll down to “Direct Choice Dollars” and click 

Direct or call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” 
 

 



 

FIRST FRIDAY CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH – Friday, March 7 at noon.  Everyone is 

welcome. Bring your appetite! 
 

 

MEN’S GROUP BREAKFAST will meet Saturday, March 8 at 9 am in 

the Fellowship Hall.  All men of Redeemer and Emmaus-Pasco are 

invited to enjoy food, fellowship, devotion. 
 

 

LYDIA GUILD will hold its monthly meeting on Monday, March 10th in the Fellowship 

Hall. 
 

 

The 2025 Flower chart is posted in the Narthex with many Sundays 

still available.  If you wish to place flowers on the altar for any given 

Sunday, please sign up and indicate the occasion.  Please only one 

person per Sunday unless you have cleared it with the other person 

to share the date.  If you have questions, please contact Dian Mauth, 509-539-9475. 

 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN VBS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

The Redeemer Board of Education has selected the week of June 23 as the timeframe 

for this year's VBS.  The theme is “An Unforgettable Journey with Jesus”.   Classes will 

be held Monday to Friday from 9am to 11am.   

 

In order to confirm we have adequate staff to run this program we are seeking initial 

commitments from volunteers.  Volunteers are needed to serve as guides, drama 

parts, advertisement, music, helpers (children & youth), registration, crafts, and food. 

 

Please contact Tom Valenti or Terry Strege if you are interested in helping with one 

of the roles identified above. 

 

Tom Valenti (tom.valenti@hotmail.com) 

Terry Strege (terrystrege@gmail.com) 

Redeemer Board of Education 

 

mailto:tom.valenti@hotmail.com
mailto:terrystrege@gmail.com


 
 

BUNNY MINISTRY 

The Redeemer Bunny Ministry is alive and well at Ciel Senior Living facility.  

Lizbet, a 2.5-year-old Holland Lop rabbit, lives in my apartment with me.  Three or 

four days a month she comes out of the apartment to a place where residents can 

come hold her. 

Two battery-powered critters have joined the rabbit to bring smiles to people’s 

faces.  Cheeto is an orange tabby cat and Charley is a brown and white puppy.  They 

are amazingly real looking, and really make people giggle. 

It brings me great happiness to carry on this ministry.  God has me here at Ciel 

to bring His joy to people dealing with some hard issues! 

Kathie Zaloudek, The Bunny Lady  Isaiah 61:1-3 

 

 

 

Lizbet             Charley and Cheeto 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Birthdays 
 

  1 Erik Ruff, Katje Compton 
  2 Mark Rogers 
  3 Joette Sheeley 
  7 Victor Garza 
  8 Dan Niebuhr 
  9 Stella Compton 
10 Shirley Mellick 
12 Dian Mauth 
16 Bev Wetzler 
17 Margaret Gartner 
20 Chambray Turner 
24 Marikay Sebade, Bobbie Van Buren 
25 Mitch Rogers, Matt Rogers 
29 Della Blessing 

 

Anniversaries 
 

11 Bernie & Carol Simpkins 

17 Jay & Beki Van Buren 

19 Bill & Shirley Clarkson 

25 Ken & Basilisa Sump 

28 Ricky & Susie Nunamaker 

30 John & Pat Rohlfing 

 



 

April Birthdays 
  5 Dan Dubbs 
  6 Wayne Guymon, Randy Dykeman 
  7 Kristen Ruff 
  9 Thom Nash, Erma Griffin 
12 Hermine Fordham, Andy Sutherland 
15 Ariel Gruzs, Basilisa Sump 
16 Avalynn Yarbrough 
18 Dan Riordan, Eric Johnson 
20 Debra Rogers 
24 Randy Nunamaker 
26 Brian Milbrath 
27 Bev Darsow, Ron Kickert 
28 Bob Young, Ryan Whitten 
29 Gretchen Fleming 
30 Brooke Breese 
 

Anniversaries 
10 Jon & Susie Lindberg 

20 Eric & Nancy Johnson 

25 Gary & Laurie Ellis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS – Please let the office know of any changes to the prayer page by calling 943-4967 

or emailing office@richlandredeemer.org. *Indicates friends/family. 

HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Ray Boecker 

Bob & Cheryl Evenson 

Chuck Fordham 

Sally Grego 

Miriam Hagedorn 

Elaine Kutrowski  

Marj Littlejohn 

Pearl Raabe 

Ruth Shook 

Bernie Simpkins 

Eileen Stixrud 

Bobbie Van Buren 

Bev Wetzler 

Gregg Lee* (son of 

Barbara Lee) 

Jody Schug* (wife of 

John Schug) 

Phillip Turner* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMEBOUND: 

Gloria Bentley 

Marilyn DeRoche 

Bob & Cheryl Evenson 

Dale Groeber 

Miriam Hagedorn 

Elaine Kutrowski 

Joy Ledgerwood 

Marj Littlejohn 

Shirley Mellick 

Pearl Raabe 

Ann Robbins 

Ruth Shook 

Bernie Simpkins 

Eileen Stixrud 

Ken Sump 

Dorothy Thieme 

Phil Turner 

Lynn Weldon 

Bev Wetzler 

 

MILITARY: 

Brandin Bunch* 

Jacob Cagle* 

Brandon Gano* 

Byron Gano* 

Matthew Gano* 

James Hare* 

Sean Williams* 

 

 

CANCER: 

Myrl Briggs 

Bob Littlejohn 

Denise Rogers 

John Schug 

Barbara Connell* (sister-in-

law of Sandy Guymon) 

Phyllis Ruff (daughter of 

Wally Ruff) 

Rev. James & Ann Gier* 

(son & daughter-in-law of 

Marlene Paris-Ufkes) 

Kevin Raabe* (son of Pearl 

Raabe) 

Sandi Sheeley* (sister of 

Karin Nickola)  

Deanna Snider* 
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