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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

520 THAYER DRIVE 

RICHLAND, WA 99352 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONSTITUTION 

PREAMBLE 
It being the will of God that among Christians all things shall be done decently and in order 

(1Cor. 14:40), we, the undersigned Lutherans of Richland Washington and vicinity, hereby 

unite to form an Evangelical Lutheran Congregation and set forth by this present 

document the constitution and by-laws in accordance with which all material and religious 

affairs of the congregation shall be regulated. 

ARTICLE I. NAME 
The name of this corporation is and shall be REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH of 

RICHLAND WASHINGTON. 

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this congregation shall be: the preaching of the Word of God, the 

administration of the Sacraments, the religious instruction of youth and adults, and the 

administration of charity according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church 

(ARTICLE Ill). 

ARTICLE Ill. CONFESSION 
This congregation acknowledges and accepts all the canonical books of the Old and New 

Testaments as the revealed word of God, verbally inspired, and acknowledges and 

accepts all the confessional writings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, contained in the 

Book of Concord of the year 1580, to be the true and genuine exposition of the doctrine 

of the Bible. The confessional writings are: the three Ecumenical Creeds (Apostolic, 

Nicene, and Athanasian), the unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the same, 

the Smalcald Articles, Luther's Large and Small Catechisms, and the Formula of 

Concord. 
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ARTICLE IV. MEMBERSHIP: 

A.1 Conditions 

Only such persons may become or remain members of the congregation, or 

hold office in the same and exercise the rights and privileges of members, as: 

1) Are baptized;

2) Accept all the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as the only
divine rule and standard of faith and life;

3) Are familiar at least with Luther's Small Catechism and declare their acceptance
thereof;

4) Lead Christian lives and do not live in manifest works of the flesh (Gal. 5: 19-
21);

5) Partake of the Lord's Supper with due frequency after confirmation;

6) Are willing to submit to such regulations as may be adopted by the
congregation insofar as they are not contrary to the Word of God;

7) Permit themselves to be fraternally admonished and corrected when they have
erred;

8) Are not members of any unionist or anti-Christian lodge or society.

A.2 Membership 

The membership of this congregation includes the following: 

A.2.1 Baptized Members 

Baptized members are all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune 

God and who are under the spiritual care of the pastor of this congregation, 

including the children who have not yet been confirmed. 

A.2.2 Communicant Members 

Communicant members are those baptized members who have been 

(confirmed) in the Lutheran faith, accept the confessional standard of 
ARTICLE Ill of this constitution, are familiar with the contents of Luther's Small 

Catechism, and are not members of organizations whose principles and 
conduct conflict with the Word of God. 

A.2.3 Voting Members 

Voting members are communicant members who have reached legal voting 
age of the state of Washington, have been received by the voters' assembly, 
and have signed the constitution of the congregation.  Only male members 
shall be eligible to hold the office of Elder. It shall be the duty of every 
voting member to attend the voters' assembly meetings of the congregation, 
and by failing to attend the meetings a voter waives the right of casting his 
or her vote during such meetings. 
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A.3 Termination of Membership 

A.3.1 Termination 

Membership shall be terminated by transfer to a sister congregation, by 

death, by joining a congregation outside the fellowship of this congregation, 

by excommunication, or by self-exclusion.  Persons whose membership has 

been terminated shall have forfeited all rights of a member of this 

congregation and all claims upon the property of the congregation. 

A.3.2 Termination by Excommunication 

Communicant members who conduct themselves in an un-Christian manner 

shall be admonished according to Matthew 18:15-20.  If they remain 

impenitent after proper admonition, they shall be excommunicated by the 

voter’s assembly. In cases of excommunication or self-exclusion, each case 

shall be presented to the voter's assembly for decision.  A decision for 

excommunication must be approved by a two-thirds majority vote of the voting 

quorum per ARTICLE Vl.A.3. 

A.4 Duties 

A.4.1 Contributions 

It shall be the duty of every communicant member to contribute toward the 

maintenance of the congregation and the Church at large as the Lord has 
prospered him (her), and in general to assist in bearing the burdens of the 

congregation. 

A.4.2 Christian Training 

It shall be the duty of the member of this congregation, especially of such as 

have the care of unconfirmed children incumbent upon them, to provide for 

their proper training in Christian doctrine. 

ARTICLE V. PASTORS AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL 
CHURCH WORKERS 

A.1 Qualifications 

The pastoral office of this congregation, as well as that of other professional 

church workers, shall be conferred upon such pastors and professional church 

workers only who profess and adhere to the confessional standard set forth in 

ARTICLE Ill of this constitution, are well qualified for their work, who are on the 

Synodical roster, and who are members of the synod.  Pastors and professional 

church workers shall, in the call extended to and accepted by them be pledged 

to this confessional church. 
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A.2 Dismissal 

Valid reasons for dismissing a pastor or professional church worker shall be: 
persistent adherence to false doctrine, an ungodly life, inability, or willful neglect 
in the performance of official duties. Dismissal shall be entrusted to the voting 
quorum of the congregation. 

A.3 Right of Calling 

The right of calling pastors or professional church workers shall ever be vested 

in the voters' assembly and shall never be delegated to a smaller body or to an 
individual. 

A.4 Election 

The exercise of the right of calling shall be entrusted to the voting membership 
of the congregation. The election of a pastor or professional church worker 

shall proceed as follows until a call is accepted:  Upon consulting the 
constituted authorities of the Synod, the voters' assembly shall, in a meeting 

convened for that purpose, nominate candidates directly or from an officially 
proposed list. The names of the candidates thus nominated shall be made 

known to the voters' assembly by public announcements or by bulletins. If 

within a period of two weeks no objection is entered and sustained, the persons 
thus nominated and published shall be recognized as candidates by a two-

thirds majority vote of the voting quorum. In a voters' meeting this list of 

candidates shall proceed to an election by ballot. The candidate receiving a 
two-thirds majority of the voting quorum shall be declared elected to receive a 

call from Redeemer Lutheran Church. When a candidate shall be called directly 
from a synodical seminary or university, the constituted authorities of the synod 

may be requested to appoint the person to whom the call shall be extended. 

ARTICLE VI. AUTHORITY OF THE CONGREGATION: 

A 1. General 

The voter's assembly shall be the governing body of this congregation and 

shall be empowered to administer and manage all its affairs. The 

establishment and conduct of all organizations and societies within the 

congregation or related directly to it shall be subject to the approval and 

supervision of the voter's assembly. 

A2. Decisions 

All matters shall be decided by a majority vote of the voters' assembly unless 

otherwise specified by this constitution or bylaws, including matters of 

doctrine and conscience, which shall be decided only on the basis of the 

Word of God. The congregation, however, shall not be empowered to decide 

anything contrary to the Word of God and the confessions of the Lutheran 

Church (ARTICLE Ill), and any such decisions shall be null and void. 
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A.3 Voting Quorum 

Voting quorum for specific purposes is 25 voting members of the congregation. 

For the following items, the voting quorum must be present: Excommunication 
(ARTICLE IV.A.3.2), Calling and Dismissal (ARTICLE V), Constitutional 
Changes (ARTICLE X). 

A.4 Authority of Officers 

A.4.1 Officers and Committees 

Auxiliary officers and committees elected or appointed by the voters' assembly 

shall have no authority beyond that which has been conferred upon them, and 

whatever power may have been delegated to them shall at all times be subject 

to change or rescission by the voters' assembly. 

A.4.2 Removal from Office 

Any officer or board member may be removed from office by the voters' 

assembly by a two-thirds majority ballot vote, in Christian and lawful order, for 

one of the following reasons: persistent adherence to false doctrine, 

scandalous life, willful neglect, or inability to perform the duties of the office. 

ARTICLE VII. SYNODICAL MEMBERSHIP 

This congregation shall be a member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as long as 

the Synod conforms to the congregation's confessional standards set forth in this 

constitution as determined by a two-thirds majority vote of the voting quorum at a 

meeting called for that purpose. 

ARTICLE VIII. PROPERTY RIGHTS 

A 1. Separation 

If at any time a separation should take place on account of doctrine, the property 

of the congregation and all benefits therewith connected shall remain with those 

members who continue to adhere in confession and practices to ARTICLE Ill of 

this constitution. 

A.2. Dissolution 

In the event the congregation should dissolve, the property and all rights 

connected therewith must be transferred to the Northwest District of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
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ARTICLE IX. DOCTRINAL LITERATURE: 

In the public service of the congregation and in all ministerial acts, only such hymns and forms 

shall be used as conforms to the confessional standard of ARTICLE Ill. Likewise, in the 

Christian Day School, the Sunday School, and all other classes for instruction in Christian 

doctrine, such books only shall be used as conforms to this standard. 

ARTICLE X. CONSTITUTION 

A.1 Unalterable and lrrepealable Articles and Sections 
 The following articles of this constitution or sections thereof shall be unalterable 
and irrepealable: 

ARTICLE Ill and ARTICLE VIII 

A.2 Altering and Repealing Articles and Sections 

To alter or repeal any alterable or repealable article, section or paragraph of this 

constitution, it shall be required that, in two consecutive meetings of the voters' 

assembly, two-thirds majority of the voting quorum cast their votes in favor of 

such alteration or repeal. 

ARTICLE XI. BY-LAWS 

This congregation may adopt such by-laws as the accomplishment of the purpose of its 
incorporation or organization may demand. Any of its by-laws may be suspended or revised 
by a two-thirds majority vote of those present at any voters' assembly meeting. 


