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Tues. CK Lunch | Noon
Wed. am bible class | 9:30am
Wed. Worship | 7pm

Sunday Schedule
Sunday Worship | Sam
Adult Bible Class | 10:30am
Kid's Sunday School, Preconfirmation
and Confirmation | 10:15am

520 Thayer Drive, Richland, WA 99352
www.richlandredeemer.org
office@richlandredeemer.org

office: 509-943-4967

office hours: Tues - Thurs 7:30 am - 4pm
Friday 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Closed for lunch 12-1 daily




FROM THE PASTOR— OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND IN THE NEW YEAR

Each new day brings the promise of a fresh start. For many, the start of a new week
is the time to begin that diet, get serious about exercising, or forego TV viewing. For
the vast majority, though, there is something especially motivating and invigorating
about seeing the JANUARY calendar on the wall. This is the year we will accomplish
great things.

God does not necessarily call us to do great things. However, He asks that we be
trustworthy in small things. Jesus said, “One who is faithful in very little is also faithful
in much” (Luke 16:10). To that end He gives us gifts, both small and big, to use to build
up the Body of Christ and to reach out to the lost.

Some of us have many gifts. People like Michelangelo — painter, sculptor, and poet —
and Thomas Jefferson — architect, statesperson, and scientific farmer — come to
mind. God, the Giver of gifts, knows that the number of gifts each of us has
varies. Jesus told the Parable of the Talents pointing up this fact and teaching us that
success lies in using what we have been given, not in having the greatest number.

Our gifts also differ in degree. There are many sculptors but few, if any, compared to
Michelangelo. Yet their art can bring satisfaction and inspiration to others. You may
not be able to sing opera, but you can sing God’s praises. You may not be a great
orator, but you can witness to the love and grace of God in Christ. You may not be a
mechanic, but you can provide transportation for someone needing to get to an
appointment or to church. You may not be a wealthy corporate CEO, but you can
use some of your funds to help those in need and to extend God's kingdom.

That is why God gives us gifts and abilities so we may be equipped to serve others. “As
each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God'’s varied
grace” (1 Peter 4:10). The start of a new year offers us an opportune time to assess
those gifts and see how we can use them for God's glory and the good of His
people. The motivation to do this comes from the same One Who gave the gifts! Just
as He was motivated by love for us to give us, not just our gifts, but His greatest gift,
His Son, so we are motivated by love for Him to serve those He calls us to serve.
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In January, Pastor Todd will lead a discussion group using the book
IDSaeo o Letter to the American Church by Eric Metaxas. The discussion
to the group begins Tuesday, January 7, 2025, at 6:30p.
LSS RN Below is a description of the book from Amazon.
In an earnest and searing wake-up call, the author of the bestseller
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy warns of the haunting
SRR similarities between today's American church and the German
church of the 1930s. Echoing Bonhoeffer's prophetic call, Eric
Metaxas exhorts his fellow Christians to repent of their silence in the face of evil
before it is too late.

C hureh

“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil.
Not to speak is to speak.

Not to act is to act.

God will not hold us guiltless.”

Can it really be God's will that His children be silent at a time like this? Decrying the
cowardice that masquerades as godly meekness, Eric Metaxas summons the
Church to battle.

The author of a bestselling biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Metaxas reveals the
haunting similarities between today’s American Church and the German Church of
the 1930s. Echoing the German martyr's prophetic call, he exhorts his fellow
Christians to repent of their silence in the face of evil.

An attenuated and unbiblical “faith” based on what Bonhoeffer called “cheap
grace” has sapped the spiritual vitality of millions of Americans. Paying lip service
to an insipid “evangelism,” they shrink from combating the evils of our time.
Metaxas refutes the pernicious lie that fighting evil politicizes Christianity. As
Bonhoeffer and other heroes of the faith insisted, the Church has an irreplaceable
role in the culture of a nation. It is our duty to fight the powers of darkness,
especially on behalf of the weak and vulnerable.

Silence is not an option. God calls us to defend the unborn, to confront the lies of
cultural Marxism, and to battle the globalist tyranny that crushes human freedom.
Confident that this is His fight, the Church must overcome fear and enter the fray,
armed with the spiritual weapons of prayer, self-sacrifice, and love.




Philippians 4:6
Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.

Prayer « Stress « Worry

Where Is It?

The book of Philippians is a letter written by Paul to the church in Philippi. It is Paul’s
warmest letter, to a group of people he dearly loved, who were a strong support
system for him. And he wrote it while in prison in Rome—can you imagine writing a
letter encouraging others while you are in prison? In the letter Paul teaches about
genuine Christianity. Here, in the final chapter he gives practical advice and
encouragement for how the people should live as Christ followers and how they can
have peace in a world of rejection.

What Does It Mean?

Paul is telling a flourishing church not to worry. Paul understood worry. He was in
prison! But he also knew the peace that can only be had through Jesus Christ. Paul
knew that prayer was the only antidote for the worry that plagues humanity. In this
verse Paul separates prayer, petition, and request and says they all need to be
shaped by thanksgiving and given over to God. One way of seeing the difference
between these three is a request for circumstance, a request for action, and a request
for resources. In situations of anxiety, these are the three areas that Christians are
called to trust God for provision. Paul encourages the people to be thankful for
where God has placed them, how He acted for them, and what He has given them.

Why Does It Matter?

Life can easily be full of worry. Will | do well on my test? Will | get married? Will we
have kids? Will our kids know Jesus? Will | lose someone | love? Will | be rejected?
Will my favorite team win the championship? One of Satan’s favorite traps that we
so easily fall into is the idea that worrying about the future will help change the
outcome. Ultimately, the only one that has control of the future is God, and if you
trust Romans 8:28, “that all things work together for the good of those who love
God,” then you have no reason to worry because no matter how it turns out, it is
ultimately for your good. This does not mean that God expects us to never have any
concerns; but when we do, we can give them to Him and—then the difficult part—
let Him have them. God knows what is in your heart and He wants you to talk about



it with Him. Pray through your struggles, your stresses, your fears, and let Him leave
you with the perfect peace that is only available through Him.
Redeemer Elders

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

A new year offers a fresh start for many of us. Like Paul, we “[forget]
what lies behind and [strain] forward to what lies ahead” (Philippians
3:13). Through Christ, Who has paid the penalty for our sins, the slate
is clean; we can forget about the past. We are new creations in Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:17), ready to go forward in His strength to serve Him
with the gifts He has given us. What new changes in 2025 are you willing to make
for the Lord?  How about witnessing to a friend who does not know Jesus? May
God show us all opportunities for greater service in this new year.

- celebrate the completion of our third year in operation. In 2024 we
[¢)
% & saw many new faces, both guests and volunteers. Thank you to
Ission &

everyone who regularly volunteers at CK and thank you to those who
volunteer as your time allows. You are wonderful examples, showing love to our
visitors all because Jesus loves us. Thank you, Redeemer, for your support. We are
excited to see where 2025 leads us. Remember Compassion Kitchen is a community
lunch; you are all invited!

~ ~ COMPASSION KITCHEN - In January, Compassion Kitchen will
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We were privileged to have a special visitor on Christmas Eve. He brought smiles
and joy to everyone there. Thank you, Santa, for joining
us at Compassion Kitchen.




MEN'S GROUP BREAKFAST will meet Saturday, January 11at 9 am  —— Men's
in the Fellowship Hall. All men of Redeemer and Emmaus-Pasco
are invited to enjoy food, fellowship, devotion.

@

LYDIA GUILD - Since we were unable to get together for our December party, we
are going to do it in January. Monday, January 13, at NOON we are going to have
a party so bring a salad to share and a white elephant gift for Bingo prizes. We are
still collecting coffee, tea, and cocoa through January 19 for the Union Gospel
Mission. Come, fellowship and enjoy salad and games. That's NOON, MONDAY,
JAN. 13. ALL LADIES WELCOME!

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP — Help is needed in order to continue serving
weekly Coffee Fellowships following Sunday services. We have 2 —
3 regular volunteers that host and provide delightful goodies. In
addition, there are generous folks that drop off items for the freezer. However, that
leaves a few empty Sundays each month. Please consider volunteering to either host
some Sundays or coordinate upcoming months. Contact Denise Rogers with any
questions at 509-735-7700.

NOTE about the Importance of Christion Fellowship:

A recent article in the Lutheran Witness states: “Congregations with members who
frequently spend social time together are more likely to have a strong culture of
evangelism. Why? Because when we act like we love church the other six days of the
week, our neighbors can tell.”



CAROLING — Redeemer’s Caroling event was a HUGE success. A group of us met at
church on Saturday, December 21. We were able to form three teams and drive to
the homes of some of our members who often find it difficult to join us at church.
The carolers were received with big smiles (and a few tears). We were able to deliver
"Joy” bags thanks to Thrivent Action Team funds arranged by the
Redekers. Afterwards, a cider and gourmet hot chocolate bar was enjoyed by the
participants. Thank you one and all!!!

Beautiful voices
ready to sing!

Gourmet cider and
hot cocoa bar




REDEEMER CARING HANDS — The Lord has greatly blessed this small group with
talent, caring and giving. We sew, knit, crochet and craft according to our God
given talents. In 2024 over 300 items have been donated to organizations like
Mirror Ministries, Teen Shelters, Cancer Center, Kadlec NICU and Redeemer.

Donations including mug rugs, cloth bags, baby quilts and hats, lap quilts, twin sized
quilts and quillos, chemo caps, pillowcases, neck warmers, aprons, prayer shawls
and Christmas stockings.

We accept donations of material and anyone is welcome to join the fun and
fellowship. Call Terri Lahti 509-539-3560 or Carolyn Lyonb 509-302-7926 for more
information.




“I The 2025 Flower chart is posted in the Narthex. If you wish to
L place flowers on the altar for any given Sunday, please sign up and
iz % & indicate the occasion. Please only one person per Sunday unless
Altar Flowers  you have cleared it with the other person to share the date. If you
have questions, please contact Dian Mauth, 509-539-9475.

ALTAR GUILD - | want to thank everyone who volunteered their time
to work on altar guild this past year. We were blessed to have several
new volunteers start in 2024. The altar guild will be holding a meeting {5
in January, the date and time will be announced.

If you currently serve on altar guild, please plan to attend. If you want to find out
what working on altar guild involves, please attend, if you decide you want to
volunteer that's great, if you decide it's not for you, that's ok too.

If you have any questions, please contact me by phone or email. Dian Mauth

JEESgs  PHOTO OP - John Strege will be available again on Sunday, Jan. 5 to

& .\«"'E) take photos of anyone who would like an updated photo for our
photo board and online directory. Meet him in the music room
immediately following service.

HOUSE CLEANING - if anyone is in need of a house cleaner or
someone to help take down Christmas decorations, please contact
Katherine Gibson at 509-205-7052.




Thank you for the many cards, gifts and Christmas wishes. It is a blessing to be part
of such a loving, generous church family. Pastor Todd and Gina, Roy and Ronda
Wolfe

Thank you once again to the anonymous gift givers this Christmas. Your generosity
is truly a blessing. Barb Swears

Thank you to the people who came by my place to sing Christmas carols. It meant
so much to me to see and hear all of you. God's blessings on your day! Dale Groeber

We would like to thank the carolers who came to our home on Saturday. We very
much enjoyed the music they sang. It was beautiful. Thank you also for the bag of
goodies. That was unexpected and much appreciated. Myrl and Linda Briggs.

Thank you to the carolers that blessed us with their beautiful voices. Thank you for
thinking of us. We very much appreciated hearing you all spread the joy of our
Savior's birth this Christmas season. Thank you also for the bag of goodies. Bob
and Matrj Littlejohn

Thank you so much for your visit on a cold rainy day. | was so happy to see your
loving familiar faces and hear your beautiful voices. You were truly a blessing. Also
thank you for the gift bag. With love, Eleanor Woods



Redeemer Lutheran School Committee
Connecting with City of Richland Department Heads

On December 17, 2024 Rachelle Ward, Sash Eirich, and Karin Nickola represented the
Redeemer Lutheran School Committee in a “Pre-Application” Zoom Meeting with City of
Richland Department Heads. City building officials, field engineers, energy specialists, fire
plan examiners, planning managers, engineering techs, traffic engineers, and others took time
out of their busy day to “coach” school committee members.

Tips received from department heads should save the committee time and money by providing
what is needed when applying to build the K-5 school on Redeemer’s 4 acres of land.

. Committee members were happy
to learn they basically have what
they need for the application and
presentation — with a little added
narrative.

Archibald and Company
Architects’ Site Plan drawings
were very helpful when discussing
the overall project. Using the
drawings, school  committee
members could easily clarify city

personnel questions. For example,
student drop-off traffic WI|| be on Redeemer property, not on Thayer Drive; and two Redeemer
entrances already exist, so only one will need to be added.

City department heads provided answers to several school committee questions. For example,
the Carmichael 20 mph school zone could likely be extended to include Redeemer Lutheran
School; Redeemer could probably work with Ben Franklin Transit to relocate the bus stop; and
Redeemer may be able to take advantage of the City’s prior offer to remove the large trees
along Thayer.

City department heads provided several suggestions and new pieces of information to school
committee members. For example, it would be helpful to speak with local neighbors about the
project before making the Planning Commission Presentation; all Redeemer utility lines are
located on our property line and should not be a problem during construction; storm water
runoff must be disposed on our property; contractors will need to be careful grading near water
and sewer mains; and a traffic study may need to be done for the intersection of Thayer Drive
and Lee Boulevard.

The Redeemer Lutheran School Committee wishes everyone a Happy New Year. We continue
to take the steps necessary to move the K-5 school project forward.



Kid’s Christmas Program — Dec. 15, 2024

On December 15 Redeemer’s Sunday school and confirmation children joined forces
to present the story of the birth of Jesus. The Sunday schoolers and the confirmands
presented a wonderful narration of our Savior’s birth. Mary and Joseph welcomed
shepherds, 2 wise men (we hope to have all 3 next year!) and an angelic host in
celebration of Jesus birth. We wanted to thank Parker Beach for the song he played
on the keyboard. We also thank our parents and teachers for their work in putting
together this presentation.

Redeemer Board of Education



American Red Cross
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Blood Drive
Kadlec Regional Medical Center

Columbia Rooms 1, 2, 3
888 Swift Blvd
Richland, WA

Friday, January 24, 2025
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: kadlec
to schedule an appointment.

Come give Jan. 1-26 to automatically be entered for a =
chance to win an exciting trip for you & a guest to Super 33
Bowl LIX in New Orieans! Includes travel, hotel, $1,000
gift card, pre-game activities & more! Terms apply; visit
RedCrossBlood.org/SuperBowl.

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

| Dad Penan

[852 ]« Order ID: 1751248 « tem iD: 8429858 + Qty 1 of 1+ 239122 » 2024-APL-2721 » AR21 « 246742



January Birthdays

Liesl Batdorf, Rick Gartner
Marilyn DeRoche

Sash Eirich, Taylor Kroll
10 Misty Lyon

13  Donna Sutherland

14  Kelsey Yarbrough

16 Jesse Ingle

17 Joy Ledgerwood

20 Bob Littlejohn

23 Joey Riordan

24 Daniel Engelmann

25 Colton Lyon

26 Rev. Laurence Meyer
29 Dee McDorman

N O e

January Anniversaries

9 Bob & Jan Spencer
14 Bob & Cheryl Evenson
24  Ken Dobbin & Nancy Petrowicz
28 Nate & Ariel Gruzs



February Birthdays

3 Terry Strege, Julia-Rae Parker
5 Sandy Guymon

8 Duane Ward

10 Pat Gibson, Tim Woodall

12 Judy Nash, Karin Nickola

14  Luise Batdorf

16 Gina Morgan

23 Kelley Hawkins, Lois Stutheit
25 Carolyn Lyon

26 Ken Hoopingarner

28 Mark Lyon

Anniversaries

14 Gary & Marikay Sebade, Gene & Cindy Norberg
16 Dan & Millie Dubbs

18 Mark & Denise Rogers

20 John & Laurette Beitz



PRAYERS — Please let the office know of any changes to the prayer page by calling 943-4967 or

emailing office@richlandredeemer.org. *Indicates friends/family.

HEALTH CONCERNS:

Ray Boecker

Bob & Cheryl Evenson

Chuck Fordham
Sally Grego

Miriam Hagedorn
Elaine Kutrowski
Marj Littlejohn
Pearl Raabe

Ruth Shook

Bernie Simpkins
Eileen Stixrud
Bobbie Van Buren
Bev Wetzler

Gregg Lee* (son of
Barbara Lee)

Jody Schug* (wife of
John Schug)

Phillip Turner*

HOMEBOUND:
Gloria Bentley
Marilyn DeRoche

Bob & Cheryl Evenson

Dale Groeber

Miriam Hagedorn

Elaine Kutrowski
Joy Ledgerwood
Marj Littlejohn
Shirley Mellick
Pearl Raabe
Ann Robbins
Ruth Shook
Bernie Simpkins
Eileen Stixrud
Ken Sump
Dorothy Thieme
Phil Turner

Lynn Weldon
Bev Wetzler

MILITARY:
Brandin Bunch*
Jacob Cagle*
Brandon Gano*
Byron Gano*
Matthew Gano*
James Hare*
Sean Williams*

CANCER:

Myrl Briggs

Bob Littlejohn

John Schug

Barbara Connell* (sister-in-
law of Sandy Guymon)
Phyllis Ruff (daughter of
Wally Ruff)

Rev. James & Ann Gier*
(son & daughter-in-law of
Marlene Paris-Ufkes)
Kevin Raabe* (son of Pearl
Raabe)

Sandi Sheeley* (sister of
Karin Nickola)

Deanna Snider*
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