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FROM THE PASTOR— JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON

Some couples expecting a baby are eager to know the sex of the child beforehand
for obvious reasons — like appropriate nursery décor, blue or pink clothing, even
choosing names. Others like to wait till the baby is born to find out if they are
parents of a baby boy or a baby girl.

Joseph and Mary had no such dilemma. An angel appeared to each with the same
message: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus,
because He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20, 21).

Thirty plus years later, this Jesus rode into Jerusalem as people shouted, “Hosanna
to the Son of David! Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord!” but some
asked, “Who is this?" After all Jesus had done throughout His three-year ministry,
people still didn't know who He was! Even those who answered the question gave
an insufficient reply: “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee” (Matthew
21:9-11).

The same terrible reality is ours today: Not everyone knows who Jesus is. Some, like
those in Jesus’ triumphal path that day, say He was a great prophet. Others say He
was a fake, an imposter. How would you answer the question, “Who is Jesus?” We,
like Peter, have the only true answer: “[He is] the Christ, the Son of the living
God"” (Matthew 16:16). Not only did Peter have the answer, he directs us, “In your
hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness
and respect . . ." (1 Peter 3:15).

As stewards of the Gospel, we must be prepared. We must be studying God's Word
and be in prayer that we might be empowered by the Word and equipped by His
Spirit to give answers to those who ask and to use the wonderful, natural
opportunities that the Christmas season affords to speak about the Savior, the
reason for our Christmas joy.
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S InJanuary, Pastor Todd will lead a discussion group using the

eeter book Letter to the American Church by Eric Metaxas. The

to the discussion group begins Tuesday, January 7, 2025, at 6:30p.

American JEINISERS description of the book from Amazon.

SIS | o5 carnest and searing wake-up call, the author of the
- bestseller Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy warns of the
haunting similarities between today’'s American church and the
German church of the 1930s. Echoing Bonhoeffer's prophetic
call, Eric Metaxas exhorts his fellow Christians to repent of their silence in the
face of evil before it is too late.

Eric Metaxas

AR, PROPHED

“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil.
Not to speak is to speak.

Not to act is to act.

God will not hold us guiltless.”

Can it really be God's will that His children be silent at a time like this? Decrying
the cowardice that masquerades as godly meekness, Eric Metaxas summons the
Church to battle.

The author of a bestselling biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Metaxas reveals
the haunting similarities between today’s American Church and the German
Church of the 1930s. Echoing the German martyr's prophetic call, he exhorts his
fellow Christians to repent of their silence in the face of evil.

An attenuated and unbiblical “faith” based on what Bonhoeffer called “cheap
grace” has sapped the spiritual vitality of millions of Americans. Paying lip
service to an insipid “evangelism,” they shrink from combating the evils of our
time. Metaxas refutes the pernicious lie that fighting evil politicizes Christianity.
As Bonhoeffer and other heroes of the faith insisted, the Church has an
irreplaceable role in the culture of a nation. It is our duty to fight the powers of
darkness, especially on behalf of the weak and vulnerable.

Silence is not an option. God calls us to defend the unborn, to confront the lies
of cultural Marxism, and to battle the globalist tyranny that crushes human
freedom. Confident that this is His fight, the Church must overcome fear and
enter the fray, armed with the spiritual weapons of prayer, self-sacrifice, and
love.




MIDWEEK OF ADVENT: THE WORD MADE FLESH

Join us for The Word Made Flesh special Midweek Advent
services. For the first week of Advent (Weds. Dec. 4), we
celebrate that Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the House of Bread,
to nourish and strengthen us in our faith and feed us with His
% Word of truth to fill our lives.

The second week of Advent (Weds. Dec. 11) we remember that

And the Word became fleshand dwelt among us

e el Jesus calls us to flavor the earth and to savor the good things

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

that come from him through his birth.

The third week of Advent (Weds. Dec. 18) we give thanks that Jesus is our rock, a
solid foundation on which to build a life of joy.

ADVENT DEVOTIONS are available on the back tables in the Narthex. There are
devotions that follow the theme for our Wednesday Advent worship services “The
Word Became Flesh” as well as devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Stewardship - The birth of Jesus was announced by the angels to

A WH/ 9 /M shepherds who were watching their sheep near

Bethlehem. They did not take the news lightly. As soon as

the angels had left, they went to Bethlehem. They checked out the situation. The

didn’t know they were stewards of the Gospel, but, the Bible tells us, “When they had

seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them” (Luke 2:17-18

NIV). Let us join the shepherds and “spread the word concerning what [has] been
told [us] about this child...”




Advert Wenship Schedule

Midweek Advent Worship

Dec. 4,11, 18 | Noon & 7p
Soup Suppers | 6p

Kid’s Program & Christmas Choral Service

Sunday, Dec. 15| 9a (no communicTn)

()

Christmas Eve Candlelight Seyvices
Tuesday, Dec. 24 | 6p & 8p\&_
** Both Services are identical **

Christmas Day Worship Service

Wednesday, Dec. 25 | 10a (with communion)

New Year’s Day Service

Wednesday, Jan. 1| 7p

Ru{eeme,r \.u”\e,ran U\urcl\, 520 n\a\ujer Drive,, Ricl\lancl, \/\IA



ELDERS CORNER — DECEMBER 2024

Martin Luther was trained in Latin and translated the Bible into German giving
access to scripture to the general population. At this time, the Catholic Church,
including Henry VIII's England, held all services in Latin. Luther’s influence on the
German language was profound, and he was a prolific writer, giving us numerous
prayers to recite. Itis also said that he created the modern German language. One
of the favorite prayers in our Church is Luther’'s morning prayer. The morning prayer
has the following line: “...that you have kept me this night from all harm and
danger..”

In Luther’s German text, he says: “"daB du mich diese Nacht vor allem Schaden und
jeder Fahr behuhet hast”

In German, there are three forms of ‘you’ for second person singular pronouns. No,
I'm not going all woke here with pronouns. What is most interesting here in Luther’s
prayer is that he uses the common form of ‘you’, which is ‘du’ and not the more
formal term ‘Sie.” A child might use 'Sie’ to an adult and an adult might use this
more formal term to a stranger or to be polite. But the terms 'du, dir, or dienen (all
different grammatical forms of you and your) that occur in Luther's prayer, would
be used by a child to his parents or by close friends.

The third form of ‘'you’ is ‘lhr" which in Southern vernacular would be ‘You'all. In
the dismissal from the Lord’s table, we would say; 'lhren Sunden vergeben sind’,
which means ‘your sins are forgiven.’

In German, we always know what ‘you’ is be referred to, whereas in English we have
to guess from the context. But we didn't always have to. Depending on the
publication date of your small Catechism, it may have Thou’ instead ‘you' in the
same prayer. The word 'Thou’ is the old English equivalent of the German 'Du.’
Luther is showing us that our relationship with God is intimate and personal, like
that of a loving and caring father. Jesus often emphasized this closeness in his
teachings. In Matthew 6.9, he teaches us to pray,

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”



By calling God “Father,” Jesus invites us into a relationship built on trust and love,
where God is not distant, but a loving parent who watches over us. The apostle Paul
also speaks of this relationship in Romans 8:15, where it is written,

“The Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we
cry, ‘Abba, Father.”

This reveals God's desire to bless and provide for us as a loving Father would. Our
relationship with Him is marked by trust, love, and care.

Edgar Buck, Redeemer Elder

YOUTH PAGE

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER - Redeemer’s youth group is selling
unique holiday poinsettias after each church service leading up to Dec.
24 or until they sell out. Cost is by free will donation. All proceeds go
to the Youth Group Designated fund. Your support of time and money help the
youth gain knowledge and skills to better the future of our church! We are happy
to have been blessed on the first day of this fundraiser. God bless you all! Brad is
making contacts with outside businesses that may want to give of their professional
services to help teach our youth as they grow all year round. Thank you for all your
support.

DECEMBER YOUTH EVENT — Mark your calendar for fun, laughter, fellowship,
contests, and games. Sunday, Dec. 8 immediately following confirmation class from
11:15am —12:15pm. Open to all youth and their families and friends. There will be a
white elephant gift exchange. Bring your gift wrapped (or not). —Brad Kickert,
Family/Youth Leader

MONTHLY MEETINGS - The youth group meets the second Sunday of each month
immediately following confirmation class in the Youth Room downstairs. All youth

and their families and friends are invited to attend.



2025 OFFERING ENVELOPES will be in your mailbox soon! Please continue to use
your 2024 envelopes until the end of the year. All donations for 2024 must be
received by the church by Tuesday, Dec. 31 to be included on your 2024 tax
statement.

MEN’'S GROUP BREAKFAST will meet Saturday, December 14 at  —— WMen's
9 am in the Fellowship Hall. All men of Redeemer and Emmaus-
Pasco are invited to enjoy food, fellowship, devotion.

>
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LYDIA GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY

All ladies of Redeemer are invited to the Lydia Guild Christmas party
on Sunday, December 8 from 12:00-2:00pm. Bring your favorite salad
and a goodie to share. Come and enjoy a salad luncheon with
fellowship and games. Donations of coffee, tea, and cocoa for the
Union Gospel Mission will be collected.

VOTERS' MEETING - Please plan to attend the Second Special Voters' S
meeting on Sunday, Dec. 8 immediately following service.

Voters Meeting

§~A"' «  SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP — Thank you to the many folks who have

ot ) hosted or contributed goodies for our Redeemer Fellowship

‘“"““ - functions. Your sharing is a blessing to our church family. Please

note that coffee fellowship volunteers are needed for Sundays in

December. It simply involves 1) putting out snacks (provided by fellowship or

brought in); 2) making coffee; 3) cleaning up. See the sign-up sheet by the kitchen.
—Denise Rogers, Fellowship Point of Contact.

AEESEY PHOTO OP — John Strege will be available again on Sunday, Dec. 1
.\5’" and, if needed, Dec. 15 to take photos of anyone who would like an
updated photo for our photo board and online directory. Meet him

in the music room immediately following service.
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CAROLING - Please join us on Saturday, December 21 at 2
pm to go caroling! We will meet at church, form into teams
and drive to the homes of some of our members.
Following the caroling, a cider and gourmet hot chocolate
bar will be served in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up on
the Fellowship bulletin board to determine how many teams can be formed.
Contact Denise Rogers @ 509-735-7700 with questions.

ol COMPASSION KITCHEN - Free lunches will continue to be served

w 5 each Tuesday, even Dec. 23. Take a break from all the Christmas

/ 2 cooking and join us for lunch in the Fellowship Hall each week on
Tuesday at noon. Invite your family, friends and neighbors.

CA
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CHORAL SERVICE/CHILDREN'S PROGRAM - Please join us on  childrens
Sunday, December 15 at 9 am for the Annual Choral Service/ program
Children’s Christmas program. The Redeemer Sunday School and 907"
confirmation classes will hold “The True Meaning of Christmas”
program. Following the program, the children will return to their |
classrooms for treats and fun. Parents may pick them up there °
after service. Practices will be on Sunday, December 1% and 8" during regular class
times. If your child is interested in participating, please call or email Terry Strege at
509-619-3582 or terrystrege@gmail.com.

- The 2025 Flower chart will be posted soon in the Narthex. If you
wish to place flowers on the altar for any given Sunday, please
- sign up and indicate the occasion. Please only one person per

Sunday unless you have cleared it with the other person to share
the date. If you have questions, please contact Dian Mauth, 509-539-9475.

A

Altar Flowers


mailto:terrystrege@gmail.com

REDEEMER WINTER/SNOW POLICY

As many of you know, weather in the Tri-Cities varies from
one location to the next. It may be freezing rain or snow in
south Kennewick, while dry in Richland.

Please keep in mind that while it may be nice in your
neighborhood, it may be nasty and inclement weather in
another area. The goal is to keep everyone safe; therefore,
the policy for cancellations at Redeemer Lutheran Church is:

During the week: Redeemer Lutheran Church takes it lead
for closures and cancellations from the Richland School
District (RSD). When RSD announces a two-hour delay, all
morning activities at Redeemer are cancelled. When RSD
announces a closure, all activities at Redeemer scheduled for
that day are cancelled.

After school hours or on weekends: When conditions
deteriorate after school hours the decision to cancel events
resides with the leader responsible for the event.

For Sunday worship services: If you are unsure of
whether or not to attend church or a church activity, please
use your judgement. You may also call the office at 943-
4967 for a recorded message regarding the status of worship
service. '




LHM continues

toserveas a Article from
source of hope

i comfort for Lutheran Hour

the entire Arabic- Ministries

speaking world.

Connectin with he Arabic-Speaking

World Through Social Media ., cxorx

eople throughout the Middle

East and North Africa region

face daily hardships that often

lead to hopelessness. As political
tensions rise in several countries, people
are living in fear. LHM continues to
serve as a source of hope and comfort
for the entire Arabic-speaking world by
offering relevant social media content
that addresses the daily challenges
people encounter.

LHM staff has learned from previous
experience that more people seek God’s
comfort during times of crisis, even
in a region where 96 percent of the
population is non-Christian. Nearly 1.05
million people now subscribe to LHM’s
main regional Facebook page and receive
regular messages of inspiration. In a single
month, thousands of people engaged with
our regional ministry team—and seven
people came to faith, praying with staff
online or over the phone.

Twenty-nine-year-old Djimet lives
in Chad, a country facing numerous
trials. One day, he came across a post
about anxiety from an account run by
LHM staff in the Middle East and North
Africa. The post resonated with him and
he liked it. Later, he saw a short video
from the LHM account that he found
interesting, so he sent a message to LHM
staff. Djimet communicated with staff
members for several days and discovered
ideas that challenged his existing beliefs

and sparked a desire to learn more.
Through personal stories from staff and
in-depth discussions, he gained a new
understanding of hope and redemption.
Through the Holy Spirit, Djimet grasped
the core message of the Gospel and
embraced faith in Jesus Christ. Djimet
has a newfound purpose in life as he
continues to grow in his faith.

Living in war-torn Yemen, Tamir
was feeling anxious and emotionally
empty when he came across an LHM
Facebook post. He messaged the LHM
staff and began asking questions about
Christianity. The staff member shared
the Gospel message with him, and Tamir
spent the next few days messaging back
and forth, asking questions, and reading
Bible verses the staff sent. He learned
Jesus’ teachings of love, forgiveness, and
eternal life. Tamir felt a spark of hope
he had not known before. Through the
power of the Holy Spirit, Tamir became
a Christian. He felt a new purpose, a
newfound understanding that filled his
emptiness. He had found hope, not just
for this life, but for eternity.

“After many years, I am still in awe of
how God uses our ministry to harness
technology to reach people from diverse
backgrounds in this part of the world,”
says LHM’s regional director for Africa
and the Middle East. ¢

Chad Fix oversees the corporate communications of
Lutheran Hour Ministries.




Redeemer Lutheran School Committee
December Remembrances and Thankfulness

As Christians worldwide celebrate in December the birth
of Jesus, the Redeemer Lutheran School Committee
remembers Joseph and Mary’s faithfulness, "And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn" (Luke 2:7).

| We remember Old Testament Words, “Train up a child in
2 the way he should go” (Proverbs 22:6)... and New
Testament Words of Jesus, “Let the children come to me.

Don’t stop them.” (Matthew 19:14)

We thank the congregation for your recent
Special Voters’ Meeting endorsement to move the
K-5 school project forward. It’s a big project — S0
we faithfully continue to meet twice monthly.

Our Wednesday meetings start at 6:00 p.m. to
give Pastor more time to be with us and to let
committee members attend the 7:00 p.m. Worship
Service, if they wish. At the most recent meeting,
committee members prepared for a Zoom Call
with City of Richland department heads, to gain approval to build the 7,500 sq. ft. six-plex on
Redeemer land.

Members of the congregation often ask us how they can help finance the school. Here are two
ways.

1. You can contribute to the Designated School Fund now. This money will be used for
school startup, school operation, and other such costs. You can contribute to this School Fund
online... or you can note on the memo line on the front of your weekly offering check (and on
the outside of the offering envelope) that you want the enclosed offering placed in the School
Fund... or you can have your 401K or IRA Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) sent to
Redeemer Lutheran Church with a note that you want it placed in the School Fund.

2. You can contribute via a signed commitment soon. This money will be used for school
construction. Once enough signed commitments are gathered, funds will be collected and
construction activities will begin.

Redeemer Lutheran School Committee members Sash & Marsha Eirich, Axel Gruen, Jon
Lindberg, Misty Lyon, Karin Nickola, Pastor Todd Schroeder, and Rachelle Ward wish you a
very Merry Christmas! We’re looking forward to an exciting 2025!



Our Church Directory is Online!

View our church directory online or via the
FREE mobile app today.

To view the directory online, go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com
and follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” Please
remember, you must confirm your email address before you can sign in.

There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple®
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App Store.
Simply search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the download.

You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create a
log-in the first time you use the directory online and via the mobile app.

Need help or have questions?

Please contact Ronda @ 943-4967

A
|

REDEEMER

LUTHERAN CHURCH

LCMS - RICHLAND, WASHINGTON

Our Church Directory is powered by Instant Church Directory.



December Birthdays

2 Deb Werner

3  Kevin Einspahr

5 Cheryl Evenson

6 Cindy Norberg
10 Kaylee Sorensen (Kroll)
13  Ken Sump, Elizabeth Uhrich
14  Duane Frank, Linka Compton
15 John Rohlfing
16 Kathy Breese, Chloe Julson
17  Angela Julson, Jerry Weldon
18 Jeff Mauth
20 Katherine Gibson
22 LaVada Mundt
23  Becky Bond, Melba Niemuth
24 Roxy Grall
29 Dorothy Thieme
30 Tom Valenti

December Anniversaries

2 Andy & Sally Grego
12 Karl & LaVada Mundt
22  Andy & Donna Sutherland
28 Jeff & Dian Mauth



January Birthdays

Liesl Batdorf, Rick Gartner
Sean Strege

Sash Eirich, Taylor Kroll
10 Misty Lyon

13 Donna Sutherland

14  Kelsey Yarbrough

16 Jesse Ingle

17 Joy Ledgerwood

20 Bob Littlejohn

23 Joey Riordan

24 Daniel Engelmann

25 Colton Lyon

26 Rev. Laurence Meyer
29 Dee McDorman

30 Morgan Strege

N O -

January Anniversaries

9 Bob & Jan Spencer
14 Bob & Cheryl Evenson
24  Ken Dobbin & Nancy Petrowicz
28 Nate & Ariel Gruzs



PRAYERS — Please let the office know of any changes to the prayer page by calling 943-4967 or

emailing office@richlandredeemer.org. *Indicates friends/family.

HEALTH CONCERNS:

Ray Boecker

Bob & Cheryl Evenson

Chuck Fordham
Sally Grego

Miriam Hagedorn
Elaine Kutrowski
Marj Littlejohn
Pearl Raabe

Ruth Shook

Bernie Simpkins
Eileen Stixrud
Bobbie Van Buren
Bev Wetzler

Gregg Lee* (son of
Barbara Lee)

Jody Schug* (wife of
John Schug)

Phillip Turner*

HOMEBOUND:
Gloria Bentley
Marilyn DeRoche

Bob & Cheryl Evenson

Dale Groeber

Miriam Hagedorn

Elaine Kutrowski
Joy Ledgerwood
Marj Littlejohn
Shirley Mellick
Pearl Raabe
Ann Robbins
Ruth Shook
Bernie Simpkins
Eileen Stixrud
Ken Sump
Dorothy Thieme
Phil Turner

Lynn Weldon
Bev Wetzler

MILITARY:
Brandin Bunch*
Jacob Cagle*
Brandon Gano*
Byron Gano*
Matthew Gano*
James Hare*
Sean Williams*

CANCER:

Myrl Briggs

Bob Littlejohn

John Schug

Barbara Connell* (sister-in-
law of Sandy Guymon)
Phyllis Ruff (daughter of
Wally Ruff)

Rev. James & Ann Gier*
(son & daughter-in-law of
Marlene Paris-Ufkes)
Kevin Raabe* (son of Pearl
Raabe)

Sandi Sheeley* (sister of
Karin Nickola)

Deanna Snider*
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