
 



FROM THE PASTOR – UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

When a business, such as a restaurant, changes ownership, 

we may see a sign that reads, “Under New 

Management.”  The restaurant will often change the menu, 

the service, and even the décor.  The old restaurant is hardly 

recognizable.  So it is with our lives in Christ.  St. Paul 

writes, “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I 

who live, but Christ Who lives in me.  And the life I now live 

in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me 

and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).  In essence, we 

live under new management.  The old godless person is hardly recognizable as the 

new person in Jesus is created.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  God is now in control of our lives.  We have a 

new Father, master and a new purpose: to live for Christ.  

  

Jesus Christ, Savior and Lord of the world, alone meets our needs perfectly.  His 

love, given as He sacrificed Himself for the world conquering death and sin, is the 

“drawing power”—drawing us away from selfish desires and sinful habits and 

pulling us to real peace and joy in Christ.  His love changes the direction of our 

lives from self to Him Who has made and redeemed us all.  Living for Christ allows 

no room for self-love that denies the priority of God and of service to others both 

within and outside our congregation.  The compelling love of Christ pulls us away 

from a gratification of our old nature and of sinful desires or of seeking security in 

earthly things and human ingenuity and strength.    

  

God’s love is the energizing power so essential to every life.  Christ’s love summons 

us to a secure and joyful life of repentance, forgiveness, and fruitful 

service.  Indeed, “Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died 

for all, and therefore all died” (2 Corinthians 5:14 NIV). Under Christ’s new 

management, we “no longer live for [ourselves] but for Him Who died and was 

raised” (2 Corinthians 5:15).  As new people in Christ, we see our blessings as gifts 

from God that are to be used to serve Him by loving and serving others.  Through 

the work of the Holy Spirit, we recognize our time, talents, and treasures as tools 

to be used in ways to advance God’s kingdom. 



  

We do not wear signs that read, Under New Management, but our thoughts, 

deeds, and purpose give evidence to the new management.  We have new 

attitudes and new actions. 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER - CALLED TO BE FISHERS OF MEN 

When the brothers Simon Peter and Andrew were called 

by Jesus to be His disciples, they were casting their fishing 

net into the lake.  Jesus told them, “Follow Me, and I will 

make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). Peter and 

Andrew did not have to ask for time to consider Jesus’ invitation.  They knew Jesus 

as the Messiah, and they regarded Jesus’ invitation as a special privilege, so they 

followed Him.  Jesus would be instructing and training them to go out and speak 

to other people about Him.  Andrew and Simon Peter had no special 

qualifications.  It is unlikely that, as fishermen, they had any formal education.  In 

the same way, we need no special degrees or qualifications to share the Gospel 

and become fishers of men. 

 

As fishers of men, Peter and Andrew would follow Jesus’ instruction and trust Him 

to bring about the results He had in mind.  Their experiences as fishermen 

possibly helped them to be patient and persevering.  They exchanged their fishing 

nets for a new net that Jesus would provide, which we could call the means of 

grace, the Gospel of Christ in Word and Sacrament.  This is the only power that 

can bring sinners into Christ’s kingdom. 

 

When Jesus told His disciples that they would be fishers of men, He shared with 

them His mission and purpose.  Jesus is about saving souls.  We are called to that 

same mission.  We plant the seeds and do a little watering, and Jesus provides the 

growth.  Like Peter and Andrew, we become fishers of men. 

 

 

 
 



ELDERS CORNER – OCTOBER 2024 

Truth: 

In our secular temporal world, truth sure seems to be very elusive and fleeting. 

Whether it is our elected leaders speaking, or the news media broadcasting, what 

is said or shown to us, seldom is truthful. The words spoken and news stories 

provided always seem to have a bias and are slanted towards shaping us to 

believe something that is not grounded in truth. We are certainly under attack by 

this and its origin from the evil one. 

Thanks and praise be to God, that we have the source of all truth, His inerrant 

word in the bible. In John 1, he says, "In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God".... "The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world"..."And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth"...."And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ." 

And again, in John 8, Jesus says, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." In John 14, 

Jesus says, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me." In John 17, Jesus says "Sanctify them in the truth; your word 

is truth." And in John 18, Jesus tells Pilate, "For this purpose I was born and for this 

purpose I have come into the world-- to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 

is of the truth listens to my voice." 

May we always believe and trust in His word, which is the truth, and may it protect 

us and preserve us unto life eternal. 

In the name of the one true God: 

The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob; the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Matt Schorzman, Redeemer Elder 

 



 

 

 

DATE CHANGE:  The first Friday lunch for October has 

been rescheduled to Oct. 16 due to Lois Stutheit and Pam 

Roundy being unavailable for a while. Mark your 

calendars! 

 

MEN’S GROUP BREAKFAST 

All men are invited to attend the October Men’s group 

breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 12 at 9am in the Fellowship Hall.  

Bring a friend. Come hungry; get fed. 

 

LEARN TO PLAY PINOCHLE 

The first gathering for anyone interested in learning to play 

pinochle is Monday, Oct. 7 from 11 am-1 pm.  A decision will be 

made as to how often everyone wants to meet and then we start 

learning simple basics such as dealing, bidding, exchanging, melding, trick taking 

and scoring.  See you then! 



   

Anniversaries, Birthdays, Holidays 

The topics mentioned above are difficult to walk through after 

the loss of a loved one.  Many of you have experienced these 

days already.  What did you do? How did you honor your loved 

one? Did you change the way you celebrated holidays?   

Anniversaries have several different connotations.  You have 

wedding anniversaries, your first significant purchase as a couple and anniversaries 

of the death of your loved one just to mention a few. 

Birthdays can be difficult and important as well. Even if your loved one is one who 

thought and said, "birthdays are just another day". 

Ugh, the holidays.  After the death of a loved one, one often feels as if the day will 

never be the same and find no use in celebrating. 

There are similarities with anniversaries, birthdays, and holidays and ways to manage 

your journey through them. Following are some ideas you might want to consider 

to manage grief during these occasions. 

• Plan an activity to honor your loved one.  If you're still in the work force plan to 

take their favorite snack for your co-workers to have for coffee break. 

• If you're retired, you could plan the same activity for a group you meet with on a 

regular basis. 

• Donate to a favorite charity in their honor. 

• Fly our flag in front of your house for their birthday. 

• Talk to your family members. 

• If the family is feeling up to it, plan a celebratory meal, or take a day and enjoy 

one of your loved one's favorite places. 

• You may not feel comfortable celebrating holidays according to what has been 

the tradition in your family.  That's okay! Instead of planning and preparing a 

huge Thanksgiving go out for a meal.  You may not want to decorate your 

traditional tree at Christmas.  That's okay as well.  Decorate a small tree, decorate 

inside or outside only, whatever feels comfortable to you. 

• You might even want to take a trip you've thought about.  Perhaps the family can 

plan a skiing trip or a holiday trip. 

Whatever you plan to do, please be comfortable with it and be sure it's what you 

want to do. 

 



 

LYDIA GUILD NEWS 

Ladies, fall is here!  And we are back to our regular 

meetings on the second Monday of the month.  Our 

next meeting is on Monday, Oct. 14th at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. We will be 

making center pieces for LWML Sunday on Oct. 20.  Bring your glue guns and 

fellowship with us.  Carla Thieme will be directing the craft. 
 

MISSION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 20 – LWML will be celebrating Mission Sunday on 

October 20 where we present our mission to fill mite boxes to support many local 

and regional missions.  This year we have chosen to support YouMedical, Grace 

Clinic, Luther Senior Center, St. Louis Seminary Food Bank and the Nord Est Haiti 

Lutheran Mission (NEHLM).  Please pick up a mite box and fill it each month with 

your dollars and idle change. The Lord uses your monetary gifts to change lives 

here in our backyard and wherever the gospel is proclaimed. 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS FROM NEHLM AT BETHLEHEM 

Sarai Paul and her sister from the Nord Est Haiti Lutheran Mission (NEHLM) will be 

guest speakers at Bethlehem Lutheran Church on Saturday, Oct. 5 from 4-6 pm.  

They are living with Pastor Wiseman and family in LaGrande while Sarai attends 

Eastern Oregon University.  Their father is Rev. Daniel Paul of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Haiti in Ouanaminthe, Haiti.  His ministry includes an orphanage, 

school and church.  This ministry provides physical and spiritual development to 

improve their abilities to serve God and family. Everyone is welcome! Mark your 

calendar! See you there!  

 

LUTHER SENIOR CENTER DONATIONS WANTED – if you have any fall clothing items, 

jewelry or other items that you were planning to donate to a thrift store, please 

consider donating them to Luther Senior Center.  You can bring your donations to 

the office anytime up to Oct. 13.  Please no furniture.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the office at 509-943-4967. 

 

 

 



 
Redeemer Lutheran School Exploratory Committee 

Informal Information Sessions and September 29 Special Voters’ Meeting 

To prepare members of the congregation for the 

September 29 Special Voters’ Meeting, the Redeemer 

Lutheran School Exploratory Committee hosted three 

informal information sessions. About 20 people 

attended the sessions held Wednesday, August 28; 

Sunday, September 1; and Thursday, September 5. 

At the sessions, members of the congregation offered 

insightful questions, comments, and suggestions about 

building and operating a K-5 LCMS school. One 

attendee said the Q&A handout was especially helpful 

in understanding the inception of the committee; what 

it has done, thus far; and the issues it faces. 

The following are examples of questions asked: 

• How will startup costs be funded? 

• How will teacher salaries be funded, if each classroom is not filled with 14 children? 

• How will 28 Kindergarteners fit into one First Grade class of 14 the following year? 

• How will maintenance, insurance, utilities, and other costs be funded? 

• About what percent of signed funding commitments may be rescinded? 

• Head Start parents need full-time Kindergarten, before/after school supervision, and 

meals. Will the school provide that? 

The following are examples of comments and suggestions made: 

• The trend was toward private schools during COVID, now it seems to be away from 

them. 

• If there isn’t enough land for a K-5 school, maybe neighboring land could be 

purchased. 

• Consider using Laborers for Christ to help build the school. 

• The listed teacher salaries (including benefits) are typical for private schools in the 

area. 

• School board members should be members of LCMS. 

• The church and school should be separate non-profits; so the school can survive, even 

if the church eventually dies out. 

• Maybe the school could be a “hybrid” non-profit, where the church and school are 

one but have separate financial management. 

At the September 29 Special Voters’ Meeting, Voters will be asked for their support, so 

the “Redeemer Lutheran School Exploratory Committee” may: 

Jesus said, “Let the children come to 
me, do not stop them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
                                        (Matthew 19:14) 



1. Begin gathering signed commitments from private donors interested in funding the 

construction of Redeemer Lutheran K-5 School, 

2. Begin the school building process once 75% of the signed commitments is received, 

and 

3. Transition from a committee exploring the viability of opening a school to a 

committee focused on opening a school. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

              Redeemer Board of Education and Youth Group               

• Sunday school started on September 8.  We are happy to have our two returning 

students.  We would love to increase our enrollment so if you have children or 

grandchildren who you would like to learn about the gifts God has given us for free, 

please bring them in Sunday school (Sundays at 10:15 to 11:00am). 

• TRUNK AND TREAT will return on Thursday, October 31 from 5:30 to 6:30pm in the 

church front parking lot.  Everyone is invited to participate.   Volunteers are needed 

to bring treats, bring cars/ pass out candy to trick or treaters.  You may also 

dress up as biblical characters (see Terry Strege for costumes).  You are welcome to 

take home any left-overs.  SIGN-UP sheets are posted in the Narthex.  

• The first Redeemer Family/Youth meeting will be at the Roundtable pizza party 

room on GW Way on Sunday Oct. 6th 5pm-6pm.  Food and drinks will be provided. 

This is an information meeting to get-to-know the youth group leader, Brad Kickert, 

and is for all youth AGES 3-23  

Parents and/or relatives please join in as this is for                                   families. Brad needs your help 

with planning events for the year to obtain fundraising ideas for activities your youth 

want to do this year for fun! 

****If you or your family cannot make this date, we will have a second fun family/ 

youth treat/ harvest games meeting in our youth room downstairs on Sunday October 

13, 2-3pm.  All families of youth, with youth and families interested in supporting our 

youth are welcome as well as friends from school or neighbors.  You do not have to be 

a member of the Church to attend---U just come . 

      

 



 

 

October Birthdays 
  1 Brooke Bond 
  4 Robert Bepple, Edgar Buck 
  7 Miriam Hagedorn 
11 Barbara Lee, Mark Reeder 
13 Elliott Rebic  
16 Aubrey Bepple, Susie Lindberg, Chuck Fordham 
19 Will Landrum 
20 Wayne Roundy, Shirley Clarkson 
26 Tanner Beach 

27 Elsa Bepple, Kim Riordan, Ruth Shook, Lacey Turner 

29 Roy Wolfe 

30 Gunner Grall, Steve Gano 

31 Gary Sebade 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
  4 John & Karin Cagle 

17 Matt & Lisa Rogers 

19 Ben & Gail Kroll 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

November Birthdays 
3 Gloria Bentley 
4 Linda Briggs, Matt Schorzman, Elizabeth Ripley 
5 Diane Zaloudek, Pam Roundy 
7 Det Wegener 
8 Myrl Briggs 
10 June Jaquish 
12 Robin Buck, Mary Gruen 
13 Casey Gant 
16 Rich Vance 
17 Marci Grall 
24 John Beitz, Bret Uhrich 
25 Kara Uhrich 
26 Gary Fisher 
27 Millie Dubbs 
28 Rebecca Redeker 
30 Samuel Rogers 
 

Anniversaries 
 9 Curt & Jerrine Gjerdevig 

1o Bob & Marj Littlejohn 

11 Sean & Amy Strege 

22 Dan & Lisa Niebuhr 

 
  



PRAYERS – Please let the office know of any changes to the prayer page by calling 943-4967 or 

emailing office@richlandredeemer.org. *Indicates friends/family. 

HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Ray Boecker 

Bob & Cheryl Evenson 

Chuck Fordham 

Sally Grego 

Miriam Hagedorn 

Elaine Kutrowski  

Marj Littlejohn 

Pearl Raabe 

Ruth Shook 

Bernie Simpkins 

Eileen Stixrud 

Bobbie Van Buren 

Bev Wetzler 

Gregg Lee* (son of 

Barbara Lee) 

Jody Schug* (wife of 

John Schug) 

Phillip Turner* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMEBOUND: 

Gloria Bentley 

Marilyn DeRoche 

Bob & Cheryl Evenson 

Dale Groeber 

Miriam Hagedorn 

Elaine Kutrowski 

Joy Ledgerwood 

Marj Littlejohn 

Shirley Mellick 

Pearl Raabe 

Ann Robbins 

Ruth Shook 

Bernie Simpkins 

Eileen Stixrud 

Ken Sump 

Dorothy Thieme 

Phil Turner 

Lynn Weldon 

Bev Wetzler 

 

MILITARY: 

Brandin Bunch* 

Jacob Cagle* 

Brandon Gano* 

Byron Gano* 

Matthew Gano* 

James Hare* 

Sean Williams* 

 

 

CANCER: 

Myrl Briggs 

Bob Littlejohn 

John Schug 

Barbara Connell* (sister-in-

law of Sandy Guymon) 

Phyllis Ruff (daughter of 

Wally Ruff) 

Rev. James & Ann Gier* 

(son & daughter-in-law of 

Marlene Paris-Ufkes) 

Kevin Raabe* (son of Pearl 

Raabe) 

Sandi Sheeley* (sister of 

Karin Nickola)  

Deanna Snider* 
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